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MVCTC FFA Chapter attends Farm Science Review
Clayton,  Ohio – The Miami Valley Career Technology Center (MVCTC) FFA chapter recently attended the annual Farm Science Review at the Molly Caren Agricultural Center in London, Ohio.  Over 120 MVCTC FFA students from the Agricultural Services, Agri-Technology, Diesel Technology, and Environmental Technology programs attended the field trip.  MVCTC staff members, Lindsay Risch, Mike Buchanan, Bill Hershberger, and Ryan Wulber accompanied students to the Farm Science Review.
Lindsay Risch, Agricultural Services instructor, shared, “this excellent annual field trip allows students to learn about new solutions to age-old issues in agriculture.  More than 600 commercial exhibitors from all over North America visit this event annually to share their piece of agriculture.  More than 1,600 pieces of farm machinery, garden equipment, and kitchen utensils from the 1800’s-1930’s are on display.  Field plots and harvesting demonstrations show evidence of differences in seed varieties and farm equipment.  Demonstrations on strip-tilling, global positioning, and tillage are conducted on the center’s farm.  All of this brought in approximately 126,500 visitors over the three days.” 
The students from the Environmental Technology program were able to visit the Gwynn Conservation Area on the field trip.  Mike Buchanan, Environmental Technology instructor said, “My students observed Natural Resource conservation practices and demonstrations, including Pond Management, Prairie restoration, Wildlife conflict and much more”.

Beginning next school year the MVCTC Agriculture Education programs will be undergoing changes to incorporate the new MVCTC Center Of Science in Agriculture (COSA).  COSA is a 21st century approach to delivering the latest Technical Content Standards for agriculture education adopted nationally and by the state of Ohio.  Highlights of COSA include exposing students to all core agriculture education curriculums, (Food Science, Plant Science, Animal Science, Power Technologies, Environmental Engineering, Ag Resources Management) so that students are taught by the experts in each career field and can make quality career choices.  The new curriculum will provide students career opportunities in Ohio's Agbioresource industry, which not only feeds the world, but clothes, shelters, protects, and helps power it as well!  Agriculture continues to be the number one employer in the state of Ohio with roughly 1 of 6 jobs in this career area and over 300 possible careers to pursue.
MVCTC Agriculture Education programs include those on the main MVCTC campus, as well as satellite programs at Eaton, National Trial, Tri-County North, Twin Valley South, Miami East, Brookville, Tri-Village, and Mississinawa Valley High Schools.  For more information about MVCTC, please visit www.mvctc.com.
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Photo: MVCTC Agriculture Education Instructor, Lindsay Risch (far left) with the MVCTC Agriculture Services students at the Farm Science Review in London, Ohio. 
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